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INDIA GAINS POLITICAL
GROUND WITH ALLY'S VICTORY

by Ranjit Devraj

NEW DELHI, Nov 18(IPS) - Indian PrimeMinister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee hasdrawn aparallel between the Northern Alliance's
victory in Afghanistan and the Hindu festival of lights or
'Diwali', which falls this week and which celebrates the "tri-
umph of good over evil" at the end of amythol ogical war. India,
which has backed the Northern Alliance of President
Burhanuddin Rabbani, hasevery reasonto celebrateitsmilitary
victory in Afghanistan and the expulsion of the Taliban from
Kabul. The only time New Delhi officially dealt with the
Taliban waswhen an Indian Airlines plane with more than 155
passengerson board washijackedin Dec. 1999to Kandahar, the
Pashtun tribal-dominated, Taliban stronghold.

India secured the release of plane and passengers in ex-
change for the release from jail and delivery in Kandahar of
threetopjihadist leaders, including MaulanaM ochammed A zhar,
chief of the Paki stan- based Jai sh-e-M ohammed jihadist group.
On Friday, Kandahar remained the only major Afghan city
retained by the Taliban in the face of a relentless week-long
sweep across the north of the country by the forces of the
Northern Alliance assisted by heavy aerial bombing by the
United States. Rabbani, who was ousted by the Taliban from
Kabul ina 1996 coup, has already ruled out an involvement of
the Taliban in a future dis-

CITING TERRORISM,
GROUPS URGE END TO NUKES

by Danielle Knight

WASHINGTON, Nov 18 (IPS) - Terrorist use of nuclear
material islikely unless nationstake action to reducethe threat
of nuclear conflict and rid the world of nuclear weapons,
disarmament and medical experts said Wednesday. Interna-
tional Physiciansfor the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW),
the Centrefor Defencelnformation, and other U.S. non- govern-
mental groupsprai sed Presidents GeorgeW. Bushand Vladimir
Putin for pledging to reduce their stockpiles of nuclear war-
heads. Bush said the United Stateswould unilaterally reduceits
nuclear arsenal to between 1,700 and 2,200 warheads. Putin
indicated he would cut Russia's arsenal to about 1,500. Both
countrieshave morethan 6,000 strategic nuclear warheads. But
even with these new cuts, groups said nuclear weapons and
materials would remain athreat and could end up in the hands
of terrorists.

"Bush and Putin need to go much further," said IraHelfand,
adoctor with Physiciansfor Social Responsibility. "Thisround
of armscutsmust bethefirst of many movestowardtheultimate
goal of total abolition of nuclear weapons."Groups urged both
governments to ban the manufacture, transfer, and sale of all
fissile materials; immediately take their missiles off high alert
status; fund programmesto destroy or render uselessall known

stocks of nuclear materials;
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treaty that would parallel the Biological Weapons Convention
and ban thetesting, stockpiling, manufacture, and use of nuclear
weapons. "Unless we abolish nuclear weapons, the threat of
nuclear annihilation will always loom over us," said Jonathan
Schell, a prominent author on nuclear issues. Groups also
rallied for an increase in funding for joint Russian- U.S.
programmes already under way to help secure Russia's aging
and under-funded nuclear weapons storage facilities. "lroni-
cally, just prior to the September 11 attacks, the Bush adminis-
tration proposed to cut 100 million dollars from the Russian-
American Cooperative Threat Reduction Programme, which
seeks to secure nuclear materialsin the former Soviet Union,"
said John Pastore, a physician who served with the Atomic
Bomb Casualty Commission in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Bruce Blair, president of the Centre for Defence Informa-
tion, said thereisconsiderableconcernthat Osamabin Laden or
members of his al-Qaeda terrorist network might be able to
obtain nuclear material through insiders at nuclear facilitiesin
Pakistan and the former Soviet Union. Officialsin those coun-
trieshavedenied any such possibility. Thelnternational Atomic
Energy Agency recently concluded that al- Qaedais "actively
seeking" an atomic bomb and in arecent videotaped message,
bin Laden stated that acquiring nuclear weaponsisa'religious
duty.” Blair, a former nuclear missile launch control officer,
said thereisno credible evidence that bin Laden hasacquired a
nuclear bomb. But, he added, "it is very plausible that he has
obtained nuclear waste."

Such waste, he said, could be used to build a"dirty bomb",
an explosive device that disperses nuclear radiation. Blair said
that the amount of radioactive material and the amount of
explosive for such bombs could vary greatly. The arrest and
guestioning by authoritiesin Pakistan of threeleading scientists
in that country, two of them veterans of its nuclear weapons
programme, with suspected sympathiesfor the Taliban regime
in Afghanistan, heightened concernsabout thetransfer of nuclear
knowledge or materialsto terrorists. "Pakistan’'s nuclear weap-
onsare known to lack many of the technical safeguards needed
to prevent unauthorised detonation,” IPPNW said in areport.

As Bush and Putin began their three-day meeting here
Tuesday, the U.S. administration signalled it wanted to expand
assistanceto help Russiaimprove security for itsnuclear mate-
rial and to dismantlenuclear warheads. Disarmament advocates
warned, however, that Bush's push to devel op and deploy NMD
would further undermineinternational security by stimulatinga
new nuclear arms race. Missile defence, said Helfand, creates
theillusionthat the United Statesis protected against terrorism.
However, it "does not defend the United States against the
thingsterroristsarelikely to do," such asusing car bombsor, as
in the Sep. 11 attacks, using aeroplanes as weapons.

Thetensof billionsof dollarsto be spent on missiledefence
and currently spent on maintaining the large nuclear arsenal,
added Blair, could be more effectively used to strengthen
domestic security. While concernsover nuclear terrorism have
increased sincethe Sep. 11 attackson the United States, the call
to rid the world of nuclear weaponsis hardly novel. In 1998,
former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and former Soviet Presi-

dent Mikhail Gorbachev topped a list of more than 100 ex-
heads of state calling for immediate stepsto reducethethreat of
nuclear conflict and eventually rid the world of nuclear weap-
ons. A similar call was made in 1996 by 50 generals and
admirals from around the world. [ |

AGRICULTURE TO FEEL IMPACT

OF WTO'S DOHA DECLARATION

by Gustavo Capdevila

GENEVA, Nov 18(IPS) - Thenew guidelinesestablished at the
Ministerial Conference in Qatar this week for negotiating the
liberalisation of agricultural commercewill shapethe debate at
the World Trade Organisation (WTQO) meeting to be held here
thefirst week of December. The WTO Agriculture Committee
isslated to meet Dec 3-7 to continue the negotiations begun in
January 2000 on reforming the agreement that regul ates global
farm trade. Until now, the talks had followed the framework
established in Article 20 of the Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA), which proposesthelong-term objective of asubstantial
and progressive reduction of state protection for the farming
sector. The subsidies for the production and export of agricul-
tural goods, which play animportant rolein most industrialised
countries, are at the core of the agricultural trade problem.

But sincethe conclusion of the Dohaministerial conference
Wednesday the negotiating climate has changed, because the
final declaration signed in the Qatar capital incorporates more
ambitiousgoalsthanthoselaid outinthe AocA'sArticle 20. The
new objectives agreed in Doha by the more than 140 trade
ministers gathered for the WTO conference consecrate what
have been dubbed the "three pillars” of thetalkson agriculture.
The ministers committed themselves to achieving substantial
improvements in market access, the reduction of all forms of
farm export subsidies - with an eye to phasing them out -, and
cutbacks on market-distorting government aid to the agricul-
tural sector.

The Cairns Group, made up of 18 countries that promote
international free trade in farm products, lobbied hard for the
incorporation of the three pillars into the ministerial declara-
tion. The Cairns members point out that export subsidies for
agricultural commodities have increased since the AoA was
approved at the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of multil ateral
tradetalks (1986-1994). A World Bank report indicates export
subsidies for wheat in 1998 represented 25 percent of tradein
that grain, marking aseven-percent hike compared to the 1995
figure. In the same period, subsidies for sugar grew from 19
percent to 31 percent, according to the World Bank study.

TheEuropean Union (EU), which maintainsacostly system
of agricultural support - through import restrictions, export
subsidies, and direct aid -, pressed for modifications of the

(continued on page 3)
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WTO text in Dohathat included the aspirations of the Cairns
Group. In alast-minute proposal, the Europeans were able to
push throughacompromise, sothat thetalksonthesethreeareas
would be established "without prejudging the outcome of the
negotiations." The EU's farm commissioner, Franz Fischler,
celebrated the inclusion of the phrase in the final declaration
signed by thetrade ministersin Dohaasamajor victory. But the
membersof the Group of Cairnsmaintainthat theaddition of the
phrase would have little effect, because reference to the out-
come lays conditionsfor reforms, not the objectives.

William Ehlers, atrade negotiator for Uruguay, one of the
18 Cairnsnations, said hisbloc had got what it wanted in Doha.
Roberto L avagna, representing Argentina, another Cairnsmem-
ber, said that negotiatorsoftenturnto "cosmetic measures'" that
allow them to present results in amore favourable light to the
interested parties. The Cairns Group's position is that the
addition of the EU's phrase does not represent a profound
change to the text, said Lavagna. The Cairns negotiators con-
ceded that the EU was able to include the matter of non-trade
agricultural concernsintheministerial declaration, but that the
related text lackstheforce of thethreepillarsthisbloc defends.
The EU's Fischler, however, stressed that the text clearly
outlines the non-trade concerns, which refer to several aspects
of the farming sector, such as protections for the rural land-
scape, environment and employment, and that they continueto
deserve state support. u

FOOD ANTI-PATENT PACT

HAILED DESPITE WEAKNESSES

by Emad Mekay

WASHINGTON, Nov 18 (IPS) - A new convention that dis-
courages private crop patents will breathe new life into agri-
cultural researchin developing countries, where subsistence
farming remains the norm, say experts. The object of their
optimismisthekeenly awaited I nternational Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, agreed last
week inRomeby delegatesfrom 116 countries. "What thetreaty
will doprimarily isfacilitatethefreeflow of genetic material to
plant breederswho havefoundthat therush to patent haslimited
their accessinrecent years," saysPeter Rosset co-director of the
U.S.-based non-governmental organisation Food First. "When
breedersfeel that material is patentable, they won't shareit.
The hope is that as a result of the treaty, people will once
again share these genetic resources," he adds. "This is a
boon to public sector plant breeders and to farmers and we
hopeit will somewhat put the brakes on patenting by private
companies.”

The agreement seeks to shield a list of food crops from
patenting although, according to Rosset, heavy U.S. lobbying
succeeded inwatering down the pact'slanguage soit amountsto

less than an outright prohibition on patenting of critical food
crops. Ultimately, the United States and Japan abstained from
voting on thetreaty. Nevertheless, says |an Johnson, chairman
of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Re-
search (CGIAR), the treaty is a definite safeguard mechanism
for global biodiversity. "Plant breeders all over the world
rely on existing diversity to create new varieties of plants
with higher yields and increased resistance to pests and
diseases, whilefor many small farmersin devel oping coun-
tries, diversity is the basis of food security and income,”
saysJohnson, who alsoisavicepresident at theWorld Bank.
Thetreaty comesat acritical moment, according toitssupport-
ers. | ssues such asfood security are being eclipsed by counter-
terrorism and international financial institutions are preoccu-
pied with recession.

Aidfor agriculture hasbeen falling for well over adecade,
accordingtotheU.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
Wealthy countriescut their contributionsby 15 percent during
the 1990s and multilateral lenders like the World Bank
trimmed theirsby 40 percent. The new convention, however,
offers farmers and public agencies better access to genetic
resources that could improve crop yields, diversity, and
resistanceto pests, drought, and disease. Thetreaty al sowill
promote improve natural resource management in poor na-
tions, wherethe FAO estimates some 835 million peoplelive
in hunger. "We think it is good that there now is a treaty,
though a number of issues have been left unresolved and in
some areas it is weaker than we would have hoped," says
Rosset.

Among these weaknesses, he says, the treaty would only
help to the extent that unresolved issues of farmers' rights and
intellectual property rightsaresettledinthefarmers favour and
uphold the principle that public resources should not be pat-
ented. "That would help guarantee the food security of poor
farmers and of indigenous peoples," Rosset asserts. "If, how-
ever, theseissuesareresolved thewrong way, then much of the
potential benefit of thetreaty will belost." Although the agree-
ment also establishes a funding strategy, support for the gene
banks of the world remains a problem, according to Geoffrey
Hawtin of the CGIAR-supported International Plant Genetic
Resources I nstitute (IPGRI).

"Thetreaty calls on countries and CGIAR-supported cen-
tresto maintain geneticresourcesin perpetuity,” Hawtinsaysin
a statement. "The challenge is to mobilise financial resources
and create an endowment to ensurethese preciousresourcesare
kept in viable form well into the future." The U.S. angered
activists by lobbying against portions of the treaty that it said
would threaten intellectual property rights and thus endanger
innovation and investment. Rosset, however, saysheconsiders
patenting a"form of shameless privatisation™ and seesthe U.S.
stance onthetreaty as "one more example of irresponsible pro-
privateindustry behaviour."CGI AR, anassociation of 58 public
and private institutions, supports a network of 16 agricultural
research centresworldwide. It played amajor rolein formulat-
ing the treaty. [ |
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17.5 MILLION CHILD WORKERS
IN LATIN AMERICA

by Nefer Munoz

SAN JOSE, Nov 18 (IPS) - Some 17.5million childrenunder 15
form part of the labour market in Latin America as a conse-
guence of aseriesof social problemsafflicting theregion, says
theInternational Labour Organisation (ILO). ILO officialsand
human rights activists meeting in the Costa Rican capital are
urging Latin American governmentsto apply the international
conventions on eradicating child labour that most countriesin
theregion have signed. They launched their appeal at a Central
American conferenceof humanrightsofficialsand civil society
representatives that ends Friday. The goal of the meeting has
been to evaluate proposalsfor fighting the social problemsthat
lead children to have to work. "There is no excuse. Putting
children to work is aviolation of human rights,” says Carmen
Moreno, coordinator for Central Americaand the Caribbean of
thelnternational Programmeon the Elimination of Child L abour
(IPEC).

"The international rules in themselves do nothing. It is
essential totakeconcrete stepstowardsreversing thisproblem,"
Moreno said in comments to IPS. Some of the jobs most
commonly performed by L atin American childrenareextremely
dangerous, such asmining, fireworks manufacturing, scaveng-
ing in garbage dumps, as well as work in the fishing and
agricultural sectors, said Rigoberto Astorga, alsowiththelLO.
Thereareapproximately 17.5 millionworking childreninLatin
America, accordingtoILOfigures, thoughtheinstitution'smost
detailed statisticscover the10to 14 agegroup. Accordingtothe
international agency, 14.9 percent of the 51.1 million Latin
Americans ages 10 to 14 are working, in other words, 7.6
million children. Thisfigurerepresents 15 percent of theregion's
economically activepopulation.

Moreno stated that thesenumbersreflect aclear viol ation of
theright of children to education, health and integral devel op-
ment. "Wewill only be ableto halt this phenomenon by chang-
ing cultural patterns, improving the economic conditionsof our
countries and universalising education,” she added. The Latin
American nationswith the most child workersages 10to 14 are
Brazil, with 3.5 million and Mexico, with 1.2 million, while
Peru has 800,000 children ages six to 14 in its workforce. But
as far as percentage of total national population, Ecuador has
the worst record, with 30.2 percent of its 10-to-14-year-olds
working, followed by Guatemala (23.8 percent) and Brazil
(20.5 percent). "We must break the vicious cycle that leads
children to have to work," said the ILO's Astorga.

Amongthehigh-risk jobschildren perform, theexpert listed
fireworksmanufacturingin El Salvador and Guatemal a, fishing
in Costa Rica's mangroves, and brick making in Argentina,
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. ThelLOisalso concerned
about thousands of children in Bolivia, Brazil, Guatemal a, El
Salvador, Nicaragua and Peru who work scavenging rubbish,
and in some cases live in the garbage dumps themselves. The

workday of many children is longer than that averaged by
adults, and three out of four child workers abandon school,
according to the studies Astorgacited. "We estimate that child
workers lose an average of two years of schooling, which
representsasalary 20 percent lower than theaveragewhen they
reach adulthood,"” said the expert.

The objective of two ILO conventions currently inforceis
to eliminate child labour. The first, Convention 138, was ap-
proved in 1973 and requires the signatory nations to set a
minimum age for legal employment. The second, Convention
182, approved in 1999, definesthe worst forms of child labour
and establishes mechanisms for governments to prohibit such
practices. Both conventions have been ratified - or are in the
process of being ratified - by most Latin American countries.
"The problem has not been approval of these conventions, The
great challenge that lies ahead is for the countries to adapt the
requirements of these agreements to their national laws," said
Astorga.

Childlabour isnot anew phenomenon, but the problem has
not been given the attention it deserves because the related
economic, social and cultural rights have been minimised, say
activists. This tolerance or indifference is attributed to the
widely held belief that child labour is intrinsically linked to
poverty and, as aresult, will persist until greater development is
achieved. Moreno and Astorgaagreethat poverty isafactor, but it
isnot the only onein arange of elements that include the lack of
accessto education, lack of opportunities, andlack of awareness.
Asaresult, the problem must be approached from the perspective
of protecting childrenandtherighttoeducation, they said. Worldwide,
there are an estimated 250 million working children agesfive to
14, with nearly half working at least afull eight- hour day. =

NATIVE PEOPLE ATE TAINTED

FISH WHILE CANADA KEPT QUIET

OTTAWA, Nov 18 (IPS) - Natives of a remote aboriginal
community in Quebec ate fish with high levels of toxic heavy
metal sfor twoyears, even though the Quebec government knew
the fish were contaminated with carcinogens. The Quebec
government has admitted it knew for two yearsthat the people
of theremote Cree community of Ouje-Bougoumouwereeating
fish contaminated with potentially dangerouslevelsof arsenic,
lead, and mercury. The metals are suspected to come from
tailingsfromthree mines near the Cree settlement. The govern-
ment waited until just one month ago - Oct. 16 - to tell the
community children younger than six and women who are
pregnant or trying to get pregnant should stop eating fish caught
intwo nearby lakesbecausethey are contaminated by mercury.
However, official ssaid they began finding contaminatedfishin
L ake Chibougamau and Lake aux Doresin 1999. "Why didn't
they tell anybody about it?" Paul Wertman, an adviser to the

Cree, saidinatelephoneinterview from theisol ated communit
(continued on page 5\5



16 November 2001

IPS Daily Journal

Vol. 9, No. 215, page 5

about 500 kilometres north of the city of Montreal.

Even the notice the government sent the Cree presented a
somewhat cheery picture. It began: "Fishisan excellent source
of protein and contains little saturated fat," before telling the
700 people of the community to eat no more than two fish a
month. For years, Creefishers, who catch most of thecommunity's
food, suspected there was a problem with the three lakes that
they use. They reported catching fish with strange defects,
lacking fins and eyes. The government did not admit to the
pollution problem until the Cree band, or tribal, council hired
U.S. researchers Christopher Covel and Roger Masters to in-
vestigate. The pair found high levels of arsenic, cyanide, lead,
and mercury infish caught by Creefishers. " Thestudy confirms
what we knew already,” Quebec environment minister Andre
Boiclair admitted at a press conference after the Cree released

their findings. He said Quebec inspectors began finding con-
taminated fish in 1999 and continued their studies in 2000.
"Thisisasituation that we are taking seriously, but itisalso a
situation that is under control," the minister said. "We'll do
whatever necessary studies that must be done, but before an-
nouncing any new measures, | want to discuss them with the
representatives of the Creenation. | want to respect their wishes
and | want to make surethat we have agood understanding with
theCreenation." The Creehaveyet to decidewhether they want
thecommunity moved or if they will demand financial compen-
sation that will allow them to diversify their economy. Cree
leaders said they are leaning toward arequest that the commu-
nity berelocated to aregionwherethefish arenot contaminated.
They also aredemanding funding for anindependent epidemio-
logical study. [ |

INDIA GAINSPOLITICAL GROUND
WITH ALLY'SVICTORY

(continued from front cover)

supported by Iran. Pakistan, the only country which advocates
inclusion of what it calls "moderate Taliban,” in a future
government and its military ruler Pervez Musharraf, has sug-
gested a peacekeeping force drawn from Islamic countries to
takeover Kabul pending theformation of agovernment. But the
NorthernAllianceisfirmly in placeanditsambassador inIndia,
Masoud K halili has opposed any moveto bring in apeacekeep-
ingforce. Hehaspointed out that Rabbani enjoyslegitimacy and
is already recognised by the United Nations as President.

The UN Security Council has unanimously endorsed an
Afghanpolitical planthat envisagesatwo-year interimgovern-
ment bringing all ethnic groups under one umbrella with a
multinational security forceto protect them. Althoughthe UN's
preferred option is an all-Afghan force, the world body ac-
knowledges that this is not expected to materialise primarily
because of the factionalism among the country's main ethnic
groups: Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras. M eanwhile, 40
countriesarereported to havesofar havevolunteered troopsfor
a proposed multinational force. These include Turkey,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Jordan, New Zealand, Pakistan, Canada
and Denmark. But thereality onthegroundisthat theessentially
anti-Pakistan Northern Alliance is now in a position to decide
which of thegroupsit wantsto sharepower with and al so to what
extent. "There is no need for any Islamic peacekeeping force.
We are suspicious of anything that comes from Musharraf,"
Khalili told the Asian Agenewspaper inaninterview published
on Friday.

Musharraf has also demanded the exclusion of Indiafrom
theinternational consultative process on anew Afghanistanon
thegroundsthat Indiadoes not have acommon border with that
country. However, following hectic counter-diplomacy by Prime
Minister Vajpayee, India has now been invited to a 20-nation
consultative processthat isto begin deliberationsin New Y ork
on Friday to decide on a transitional government in Kabul.

While New Delhi's animus to the Taliban is understandable,
leading observers such Raja Mohan, strategic analyst for the
'Hindu' newspaper have warned against the dangers of exclud-
ingthemajority Pushtuns, evenif thecommunity had formedthe
backbone of the now discredited Taliban movement.

Indeed the victories of the Northern Alliance have had the
effect of turning the Pushtunsagainst the Taliban | eadership and
there are now news reports of fighting breaking out between
Pashtun warlords and the Taliban in Kandahar. Ambassador
Khalili hasrepeatedly said that Pakistan ought to havenofuture
rolein Afghanistan because that country's Inter ServicesIntel-
ligence (1Sl) wasresponsiblefor thecreation of the Taliban and
the present chaos in his country. "We did not come this far to
hand over Afghanistan to Pakistan again,” he said. Khalili
predicted growing uprisings against the Taliban in southern
Afghanistan simply becausetheinsular Afghansnever likedthe
Pakistanisand other foreignersthey had broughtinandwho are
now the object of lynchings acrossthe country.

Pakistan's strategic importance to the U.S.-led global coa-
lition against terrorism is now growing more limited with
bridgeheads operational in the Central Asian republics and
basesin northern Afghanistan now availableto them. "Withthe
vast strategic space opening up in Afghanistan, the Americans
can now carry a smaller carrot but a bigger stick in handling
Pakistan," writes Brahma Chellaney in an editorial pagearticle
in the Hindustan Times on Friday. Chellaney is among Indian
analysts who think that Pakistan's attention will now be drawn
away from Kashmir and to the blurred boundary it shares with
Afghanistan and whoselegitimacy haslong been challenged by
the Pushtunswho straddleiit.

Theboundary, called the Durand Line, wasdrawn up by the
British during colonial times and its validity expired in 1993.
Even the Taliban at the height of its friendship with Pakistan
rejected | slamabad's pleato renew the original agreement under
which the border was drawn up. Historically, Afghanistan has
claimed territory up to the Indus river and even opposed the
admission of Pakistan into the United Nations until the border
guestion wasfirst settled. Anticipating trouble from itsformer
allies, |slamabad hasalready fortified the once porous Paki stan-
Afghanistan border and even moved troopsand tankstoit. H
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SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT CLEARED
OF ARMS-DEAL CHARGES

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 18 (IPS) - A report by threeindepen-
dent agencies has cleared the South African government of
charges of widespread corruption in the awarding of contracts
inamulti- billion dollar armsdeal - but, investigationsinto the
activities of senior officials who may be guilty of criminal
conduct arecontinuing. "ltisevident fromtheinvestigationthat
the perception of widespread corruption withinthegovernment
iswithout justification. Whilethere may be certainindividuals
and officials who used their position to derive some form of
benefit from the acquisition process which might render them
criminally liable, the integrity of government is unquestion-
able," says the head of South Africa's National Directorate of
Public Prosecutions (NDPP), Bulelani Ngcuka. He also indi-
cated that the directorate was continuing to investigate the
shareholders of companies that have benefited from the arms
deal, andthereceipt of giftsand conflictsof interestsof officials
involved in the procurement process. A number of senior poli-
ticiansand government officialshaveal ready been namedinthe
mediafor allegedly personally benefiting from the deal, which
has a contract price of over R30 billion (3.2 billion U.S.
dollars). The NDDP, along with South Africa's Auditor-Gen-
eral and Public Prosecutor, has been tasked with investigating
allegations of corruptionintheawarding of contractsto supply
South Africa with an estimated R43 billion (4.6 billion U.S.
dollars) worth of arms. Their report was released on Nov 15.
Ngcuka has already charged Tony Y engeni, the former Chief
Parliamentary Whip of the ruling African National Congress
(ANC), with fraud and corruption - after he allegedly promised
the arms manufacturer, the European Aeronautics Defence
System (EADS) that he would influence the procurement pro-
cessintheir favour. The caseis dueto come upin court again,
early next year. Michael Woerfel, former head of EADS in
southern Africa, hasbeen charged with Y engeni. German pros-
ecutors are also investigating whether he broke that country's
anti-corruption laws. The South African minister of Justice,
Penuell Maduna, sayshewill offer hisassistanceif the German
prosecutorsask hishelpwiththeir investigation. Theinvestiga-
tion also fingersthe Head of Acquisitionsfor the South African
Department of Defence, "Chippy" Shaik for a "conflict of
interest". The report concludes that "Chippy" Shaik, whose
brother, Schabir Shaik, hasinterestsin the French arms manu-
facturer, Thalesand thelocal company African Defence System
(ADS) did not "recluse himself properly" from the procurement
for weapons suites for the navy's new ships. Shaik served on
some of the committees that awarded the defence contracts to
ADS. Schabir Shaik was arrested on Friday by the NDPP on
charges relating to the theft of government documents, which
arealleged to havegiven himinsideinformation on bidding for
the government's multi-billion dollar arms procurement deal.

Besides clearing the arms deal of widespread corruption, the
report al so saysthe government's costing of the packageandits
procurement procedureswere sufficient and compared favourably
with other country's. It warns that the government should get
further legal opinion on how to hold arms companies to the
promisesof investment in South Africa, that they madeinreturn
for being awarded contracts...

GROUPS SUE USOVER MINING RULES

WASHINGTON, Nov 18 (IPS) - Environmental groupsfiled a
federal suit Friday against the government in an attempt to
overturn new hard-rock mining regulations critics consider too
weak. Advocacy groups argued that hard-rock mining rules
drawnup last month by I nterior Secretary Gale Norton violated
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act's mandate to
"prevent undue degradation"” of public lands. A spokesperson
saidthelnterior Department could not comment on thematter as
it involved pending litigation. In October, Norton reversed
regulationsenacted last year by former President Bill Clinton's
administration. Thesewould haveimposed morerigorousenvi-
ronmental standardson mining operations. Norton argued they
were unjustifiably restrictive. Lexi Shultz, legislative director
at the Washington-based Mineral Policy Centre, one of the
plaintiffs in the case filed Friday, said the mining industry's
track record demonstratesthat unsupervised mining unlawfully
damages public lands. "Secretary Norton turned her back on
communities and the environment when she decided to gut
strong environmental mining rules," said Shultz. The plaintiffs
- also including Great Basin Mine Watch, based in the state of
Nevada and Guardians of Our Rural Environment, based in the
state of Arizona- further petitionedthe court to prevent the new
mining rules from taking effect while the case is being consid-
ered. TheClinton regul ationsgavefederal officialsnew author-
ity to block mines deemed likely to cause "substantial irrepa-
rableharm" towater resources. If |eft in place, advocacy groups
said, these rules would have protected the environment by
establishing standardsto protect groundwater and wildlife habi-
tat. Mining companies, however, have argued that the disposal
of mining wastes already is strictly regulated through the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act, the Water Act, and
various state laws. Jack Gerard, president and chief executive
of theNational Mining Association, saidlast year'sruleswould
reduce the company's output and could mean theloss of mining
jobsin rural communities. Conservationists countered that the
public favours strong environmental rules. Before Norton is-
suedthenew policy latelast month, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, aunit of the Interior Department, said it received 49,000
public commentsonthenew rules, 47,000 of whichurged her to
keep the strong mining rules. According to the government's
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), theminingindustryis
one of the country's top watershed polluters....



