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About the World Security Institute (WSI): 

The World Security Institute (WSI) is a 21st century global think tank and a leading not-for-profit media 
organization committed to independent research and journalism. By disseminating impartial analysis and 
information to a global audience through a variety of publications and services in several foreign languages, 
WSI provides a unique approach to addressing the social, economic, environmental, political and military 
components of international security. 

WSI's divisions include the Center for Defense Information, International Media, the Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis Reporting, Azimuth Media and International Programs with offices in Washington, D.C. (founded in 
1972), Brussels (founded in 2002), Cairo (founded in 2006) and Moscow (founded in 2001), and a Beijing 
program (founded in 2002). 
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AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

 
By Topic 

Arms Control & Disarmament 

 

Theresa Hitchens 
Victoria Samson 
John Newhouse 
Bruce G. Blair 

Arms Export Issues Rachel Stohl 
Theresa Hitchens 

Chemical and Biological Warfare Philip E. Coyle 
Children in Armed Conflict Rachel Stohl 

Defense Budgets Winslow T. Wheeler 
Lawrence J. Korb 

Failed States Rachel Stohl 
Freedom of the Press, Media Jon Sawyer (U.S.) 

Mohamed Elmenshawy (Arabic) 
Babak Yektafar (Farsi) 
Lily Yali Chen (Chinese) 
Aleksandr Grigoriev (Russian) 

Insurgency and 4th Generation Warfare Winslow T. Wheeler 
International Crisis Reporting Jon Sawyer 

Land Mines Rachel Stohl 
Philip E. Coyle 

Military Forces, Strategy and Spending Winslow T. Wheeler 
Lawrence J. Korb 
Gen. Anthony Zinni 

Missile Proliferation Philip E. Coyle  
Victoria Samson 
John Newhouse 
Bruce G. Blair 

Missile Defense Philip E. Coyle 
Victoria Samson  
Theresa Hitchens 
Eric Hagt 
John Newhouse 
Bruce G. Blair 

Nuclear Weapons/ Proliferation Philip E. Coyle 
Victoria Samson 
Ivan Safranchuk 
Theresa Hitchens 
John Newhouse 
Bruce G. Blair 

Oil, Gas and Energy Security Nikolai Zlobin 
Eric Hagt  

Peacekeeping/ Humanitarian Relief Rachel Stohl 
Preventive Diplomacy John Newhouse 

Small Arms and Light Weapons Rachel Stohl 
Space Warfare Theresa Hitchens 

Victoria Samson  
Philip E. Coyle 
Eric Hagt  
Bruce G. Blair 
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Terrorism Mark Burgess 
Nikolai Zlobin 
Lawrence J. Korb 
Mohamed Elmenshawy 

United Nations Rachel Stohl 
Weapons Testing/Acquisition Issues Philip E. Coyle 

Winslow T. Wheeler  
Theresa Hitchens 
Victoria Samson 

 
 By Region 

Europe Mark Burgess  
Theresa Hitchens 
John Newhouse 

China Eric Hagt  
Lily Yali Chen  
Bruce G. Blair 

The Americas Glenn Baker  
Rachel Stohl 

Russia and the Former Soviet Union David Johnson 
Nikolai Zlobin  
Aleksandr Grigoriev 
Ivan Safranchuk 
Bruce G. Blair 

Middle East Mohamed Elmenshawy 
Babak Yektafar 
Nikolai Zlobin  
Gen. Anthony Zinni 

Asia, Eurasia and Central Asia Nikolai Zlobin 
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EXPERT BIOGRAPHIES: ALPHABETICAL LISTING  
 
Glenn Baker 
Co-Director, Azimuth Media; Director, US-Cuba Cooperative Security Project 
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Cuba relations 
Phone: 202.797.5265 | Email: Glenn@azimuthmedia.org  
 
Glenn Baker is a writer-producer with more than 40 documentaries broadcast on PBS exploring 
global security issues. His productions on nuclear weapons, Cuba, the military and the media, 
weapons marketing, conflict prevention, and firearms violence have been recognized with more 
than a dozen national awards. He was executive producer for Azimuth Media for the Frontline 
program “Missile Wars,” and wrote and produced “Arming the Heavens,” a documentary on the 
weaponization of space.  His latest project is “Stand Up: Muslim-American Comics Come of Age,” a 
documentary in the Corporation for Public Broadcasting’s America at a Crossroads Initiative. He is 
currently senior producer for “Foreign Exchange with Daljit Dhaliwal,” a weekly international affairs 
program on PBS co-produced with Oregon Public Broadcasting. Previously he was an analyst at 
the National Security Archive evaluating declassified government documents. He became co-
director of Azimuth Media in 2001. 
 
Baker created the U.S.-Cuba Cooperative Security Project in 1999, aimed at developing and 
expanding U.S.-Cuban dialogue on military and regional security issues. This dialogue is intended 
to help chart the course for normalizing political relations, and to facilitate peaceful U.S.-Cuba 
relations both today and in the future. 
 
 

Dr. Bruce G. Blair 
President, World Security Institute 
 

Areas of Expertise: Nuclear command and control; de-alerting nuclear weapons; U.S.-Russia relations 
Phone: 202.797.5116 | Email: Bblair@worldsecurityinstitute.org 
 
Bruce G. Blair is the president of the World Security Institute, whose divisions include the Center for 
Defense Information, Azimuth Media, International Media, the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, 
and International Programs, with offices in Brussels and Moscow, and programs in Beijing and 
Shanghai. Early in his career he was a project director at the Congressional Office of Technology 
Assessment. From 1987-2000, he was a senior fellow in the Foreign Policy Studies Program at the 
Brookings Institution. 
 
He received his B.S. in communications from the University of Illinois in 1970. He then entered the 
U.S. Air Force for four years, serving as a Minuteman ICBM launch control officer and support 
officer for the Strategic Air Command's Airborne Command Post (1970-1974). He earned a Ph.D. in 
operations research at Yale University in 1984, where he was also awarded a Russian language 
institute fellowship.  
 
Blair is an expert on the security policies of the United States and Russia, specializing in nuclear 
forces and command-control systems.  
 
He has frequently testified before Congress and has taught security studies as a visiting professor 
at Yale and Princeton universities. He was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship Prize in 1999 for his 
work and leadership on de-alerting nuclear forces.  
 
Blair is the author of numerous books and articles on security issues in such publications as 
Scientific American, National Interest, The New York Times, and The Washington Post. His books 
include Strategic Command and Control (Brookings, 1984), winner of the Edgar S. Furniss Award 
for its contribution to the study of national security; Crisis Stability and Nuclear War (Oxford, 1988; 
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co-editor); The Logic of Accidental Nuclear War (Brookings, 1993); and Global Zero Alert for 
Nuclear Forces (Brookings, 1995). He is currently finishing a new book on U.S. nuclear policy.  
 
 

Mark Burgess 
Director, WSI Brussels 
   

Areas of Expertise: terrorist organizations and tactics; European defense and security policies 
Phone:  +32 0 2 235 2418 | Email: Mburgess@wsibrussels.org  
 
Mark Burgess is the director of the World Security Institute’s Brussels office. Before heading the 
Brussels office, he directed the terrorism project at the Washington, D.C., office of the Center for 
Defense Information.  
 
Burgess received his M.A. in war studies from King’s College, London and also holds a joint B.A. in 
war studies and media and communication studies. Currently, he is completing a Ph.D. in politics.  
 
While his main research area is the study of terrorism, Burgess has also written and spoken 
extensively on a variety of other security issues, including peacekeeping and the war in Iraq,  and 
has been published and quoted in a wide range of U.S. and international outlets. His latest 
publications are the entries on “Peacekeeping,” “The War on Terrorism,” and “Homeland Security” 
in the newly released Encyclopedia of War and American Society (Sage Publications, 2006).  

 
 
Lily Yali Chen 
Co-Director, International Media Division & Editor in Chief, Washington Observer 
 

Areas of Expertise: Chinese media; Sino-U.S. relations 
Phone: 202.797.5275 | Email: Lchen@washingtonobserver.org 
 
Lily Yali Chen is the editor in chief of Washington Observer and periodically leads the International 
Media Division at the World Security Institute. Before joining Washington Observer, Chen worked 
for the English-language newspaper, China Daily, as a reporter and opinion writer on politics and 
international affairs from 1994 to 2000. She was awarded first and third prizes for the International 
News Award in 1998 and 1995 in China.  Chen studied at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs at Princeton University and received her master's degree in international 
relations in June 2002. She received her bachelor’s degree in international relations from the 
People's University of China in 1994. 

 
 
Hon. Philip E. Coyle, III 
Senior Advisor, Center for Defense Information   
  

Areas of Expertise: Nuclear weapons testing and capabilities; U.S. missile defenses; base-realignment and 
closures (BRAC); space weaponization; hi-tech weaponry; defense acquisitions  
Phone: 916.393.2951 | Email: Pcoyle@cdi.org  
 
Philip Coyle is a senior advisor to the Center for Defense Information. He is a recognized expert on 
U.S. and worldwide military research, development and testing, on operational military matters, and 
on national security policy and defense spending, including defense acquisition reform and defense 
procurement. Coyle also has extensive background in missile defense, in military space systems, 
and in high-technology weapons, such as high power lasers and other directed-energy weapons. 
From his many years at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Coyle also has considerable 
experience in nuclear weapons research, development, and testing, and nuclear weapons effects, 
including EMP. 
 

 6



From Sept. 29, 1994, through Jan. 20, 2001, Coyle was assistant secretary of defense and director, 
Operational Test and Evaluation, in the Department of Defense, and is the longest serving director 
in the 20-year history of the office. In this capacity, he was the principal advisor to the secretary of 
defense on test and evaluation at DOD. 
 
At DOD, Coyle's responsibilities included stewardship of the Defense Department’s Major Range 
and Test Facility Bases, including the large test ranges and test centers which DOD operates from 
Maryland and Florida to California and Hawaii. 
 
Coyle was appointed by President George W. Bush to serve on the 2005 Defense Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission, and was nominated for this position by House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi. 
 
During the 1995 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), Coyle served as the co-chairman of the 
Defense Department’s Joint Cross-Service Group for Test and Evaluation, with joint cross-service 
authority for all military bases and test ranges involved in test and evaluation. Beginning in late 
2004, Coyle served briefly on Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's Base Support and Retention Council. 
 
As director, Operational Test and Evaluation, Coyle had responsibility for overseeing the test and 
evaluation of over 200 major defense acquisition systems. This included reporting to the secretary 
of defense, and to Congress, on the adequacy of the DOD testing programs, and on the results 
from those testing programs. Coyle was called upon regularly to testify before Congress and to 
brief Congressional staff on the status of major defense acquisition programs. 
 
Coyle has 40 years experience in research, development, and testing matters. From 1959 to 1979, 
and again from 1981 to 1993, Coyle worked at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in 
Livermore, California. From 1987 to 1993, he served as laboratory associate director and deputy to 
the laboratory director. In recognition of his 33 years service to the laboratory and to the University 
of California, the university named Coyle Laboratory Associate Director Emeritus. 
 
 

Mohamed Elmenshawy 
Director, WSI Cairo; Co-Director, International Media Division; Editor in Chief, 
Taqrir Washington 
 

Areas of Expertise: Arab media; U.S.-Middle East relations 
Phone: 202.797.5262 | Email: Mohamed@taqrir.org 
 
Mohamed Elmenshawy is the director of the World Security Institute’s Cairo office and editor in 
chief of Taqrir Washington and Arab Insight. Before joining Taqrir Washington, Elmenshawy 
worked as the managing editor for an Arabic-language bimonthly publication “Global Issues”. He 
also served as a Washington correspondent for the daily pan-Arab newspaper Asharq Alawsat 
where he covered the White House, the State Department, and Congress.  
 
Elmenshawy is the author of several articles on Middle Eastern issues in such publications as 
Aljazeera Net, Christian Science Monitor and International Herald Tribune.  
 
He is a regular contributor to the Alhayat newspaper, and the Aljazeera website, and appears 
frequently on CNN International, MSNBC, BBC and major pan-Arab TV networks.  
 
Elmenshawy holds a master’s degree in international relations and Middle Eastern politics from the 
University of Akron and an MBA in international strategy from American University. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in political science from Cairo University in Egypt. 
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Aleksandr Grigoriev 
Co-Director, International Media Division & Editor in Chief, Washington ProFile 
 

Areas of Expertise: Russian media; U.S.-Russian relations 
Phone: 202.797.5560 | Email: Sasha@washprofile.org 
 
Aleksandr Grigoriev is editor in chief of Washington Profile. Prior to his arrival in 2001, Grigoriev 
worked as a fellow at the International Center in Washington, DC. Grigoriev received his bachelor's 
degree in journalism from St. Petersburg State University in Russia and earned a master's degree 
from the St. Petersburg State University of Economics and Finance. He also studied at Leipzig 
University in Germany and Kalmar University in Sweden. For nearly seven years, he worked as a 
political and economic analyst at the largest business newspaper in northwest Russia, Delovoy 
Peterburg, where he won several professional awards. He is the author of "Russian Media and 
Unfreedom of the Press," a chapter in the book International Communications: A Media Literacy 
Approach (2004). 

 
 
Eric Hagt 
Director, WSI China Program  
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-China relations; Chinese policies related to space programs, nuclear weapons, and 
energy 
Phone: 202.460.6740 | Email:  Ehagt@wsichina.org 
 
Eric Hagt is the director of the China Program at the World Security Institute, in Washington, D.C., 
where he manages projects on traditional and non-traditional security issues in China including 
space, energy and health. He was a visiting researcher and the Freeman Chair in China Studies at 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies and has studied and worked in Taiwan and 
Mainland China for eight years. In 2004, Hagt earned a master’s degree in international policy and 
China studies at UC Berkeley and received his bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Canada in 1992. Hagt has authored publications on China’s natural and 
energy resources, politics with Taiwan and North Korea, HIV/AIDS, rural development and civil 
society. 

 
 
Theresa Hitchens 
Director, Center for Defense Information 
 

Areas of Expertise: Space weaponization 
Phone: 202.797.5269 | Email: Thitchens@cdi.org  
 
Editor of Defense News from 1998 to 2000, Hitchens has had a long career in journalism, with a 
focus on military, defense industry and NATO affairs. Her time at Defense News included five years 
as the newspaper's first Brussels bureau chief, from 1989 to 1993. From 1983 to 1988, she worked 
at Inside Washington Publishers on the group's environmental and defense-related newsletters, 
covering issues from nuclear waste to electronic warfare to military space.  
  
She has had a long interest in security policy and politics, having served internships with Sen. John 
Glenn, D-Ohio, and with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Brussels. Most recently, she was 
director of research at the British American Security Information Council, a think tank based in 
Washington and London.  
 
Besides her duties as CDI director, Hitchens leads CDI’s Space Security Project in partnership with 
The Secure World Foundation, whom she serves as a consultant. The author of “Future Security In 
Space: Charting a Cooperative Course,” she also continues to write on space and nuclear arms 
control issues for a number of outside publications. She serves on the editorial board of The 
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Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, and is a member of Women in International Security and the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. 
 
 

David Johnson 
Editor-in-Chief, Johnson’s Russia List 
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Russian relations  
Phone: 202.797.5277 | Email: djohnson@worldsecurityinstitute.org  
 
David Johnson first joined WSI’s Center for Defense Information at its founding in 1972. He was the 
chief of research at the Center and is now the editor of the World Security Institute’s “Johnson’s 
Russia List.” 
  
Johnson is co-editor of “Current Issues in U.S. Defense Policy,” and has published in a number of 
newspapers and magazines, including The New York Times, Newsday, National Catholic Reporter, 
World-View, USA Today, The Christian Science Monitor, and The Washington Post. He has 
traveled frequently in the former Soviet Union and also visited China. Johnson has prepared many 
issues of CDI’s publication The Defense Monitor and episodes of CDI’s America’s Defense Monitor 
television program on a wide range of military and foreign policy issues.  
 
Prior to joining the World Security Institute, Johnson served on the staff of Rep. Michael Harrington, 
D-Mass., with the House Armed Services Committee. He served as a military analyst for the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation and graduated from Brandeis University. He has done 
graduate work in Chinese and Russian studies at Harvard University. 
 
 

Hon. Lawrence J. Korb 
Senior Advisor, Center for Defense Information 
  

Areas of Expertise: U.S. defense policy, U.S. military forces, U.S. defense contractors  
Email: Lkorb@americanprogress.org 
 
Lawrence J. Korb is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress and a senior advisor to the 
Center for Defense Information.  Prior to joining the Center, he was senior fellow and director of 
national security studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. From July 1998 to October 2002, he 
was council vice president, director of studies, and holder of the Maurice Greenberg Chair.  Korb 
has also served as director of the Center for Public Policy Education and senior fellow in the 
Foreign Policy Studies Program at the Brookings Institution, dean of the Graduate School of Public 
and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh, and vice president of corporate operations 
at the Raytheon Company.  
 
Korb served as assistant secretary of defense (manpower, reserve affairs, installations and 
logistics) from 1981 through 1985. In that position, he administered about 70 percent of the defense 
budget. For his service in that position, he was awarded the Department of Defense’s medal for 
distinguished public service. 
 
Korb is chairman of the board of advisors for the National Military Family Association. He has also 
been chairman of the board for the Committee of National Security, a member of the board of 
visitors of the Lyndon Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas and of the 
Mershon Center at Ohio State University. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the 
International Institute of Strategic Studies, the National Academy of Public Administration, and the 
Aspen Strategy Group. He was a member of the Defense Advisory Committee for President-Elect 
Reagan (1980) and a member of the Defense Issues Group for President-Elect Bush (1988). 
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John Newhouse 
Senior Fellow, Center for Defense Information   
   

Areas of Expertise: U.S. arms control and diplomacy 
Phone: 202.797.5261 | Email: Jnewhouse@cdi.org  
 
From 1998 to 2001, Newhouse served as senior policy advisor on European affairs to Strobe 
Talbott, U.S. deputy secretary of state. From 1980 to 1998, he was a guest scholar at the 
Brookings Institution, and served as a staff writer for the New Yorker magazine from 1980 to 1994. 
Newhouse is an expert in arms control and diplomacy, having spent 1977-1979 as assistant 
director of the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency with responsibility for East-West 
matters, including Strategic Arms Limitation Talks. He is the author of a number of books, including 
Europe Adrift, War and Peace in the Nuclear Age, and Cold Dawn: The Story of SALT. Newhouse 
is conducting analysis, writing, and advising CDI staff on international affairs and arms control-
related issues. 
 
 

Ivan Safranchuk 
Director, WSI Moscow  
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Russian relations; Russian defense and security policy; Russia’s nuclear weapons 
arsenal 
Phone: +7 (0)95 135 0419 | Email: Isafranchuk@worldsecurityinstitute.org 
 
Dr. Ivan Safranchuk joined the organization in July 2001 to open a branch office in Russia, WSI 
Moscow, aimed at providing the Russian media and public with independent, unfiltered information 
about international relations, in particular U.S.-Russian security relations. A well-known nuclear 
analyst in Russia, he spent four years at the PIR Center in Moscow before joining WSI, including as 
the director of the Institute's "Nuclear Weapons and Their Future" project.  
 
Safranchuk has written extensively on nuclear weapons and arms control issues in both Russian 
and English. Some of his publications include: "An Array of Threats to Russia" in Assessing the 
Threats (ed. John Newhouse), CDI, Washington, D.C., 2002; Contemporary Russian Military 
Journalism, Moscow, 2003; and "Tactical Nuclear Weapons in the Modern World: A Russian 
Perspective" in Tactical Nuclear Weapons (ed. Brian Alexandre and Alistair Millar) Brassey's Inc. 
2003. He frequently contributes op-eds to Russian and international papers such as Nezavisimay 
Gazeta, Vremay Novostey, Nezavisimoe Voennoe Obozreniey, Moscow Times, and the 
International Herald Tribune. 
 
 
 

Victoria Samson 
Senior Analyst, Center for Defense Information 
   

Areas of Expertise: U.S. missile defenses; space weaponization; U.S. nuclear weapons policy 
Phone: 210.455.7838 | Email: Vsamson@cdi.org  
 
Victoria Samson joined the Center for Defense Information in November 2001. Her areas of interest 
include missile defense, nuclear proliferation and weapons, and the weaponization of space. 
Samson, the author of numerous op-eds, analytical pieces, journal articles, and electronic updates 
on missile defense and space security matters, provides an objective assessment of U.S. policy. 
  
Prior to coming to CDI, Samson was the senior policy associate at the Coalition to Reduce Nuclear 
Dangers, a consortium of arms control groups in the Washington, D.C., area. She previously 
worked as a subcontractor on war-gaming scenarios for the Missile Defense Agency's Directorate 
of Intelligence.  
 

 10



Samson has an M.A. in international relations from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. She also holds a B.A. in political science with a specialization in international 
relations from UCLA. 
 
  

Stephen Sapienza 
Co-Director, Azimuth Media  
 

Areas of Expertise: Documentary production 
Phone: 202.797.5268 | Email: Steve@azimuthmedia.org 
 
Stephen Sapienza is a producer and writer of television programs for national and international 
distribution. He recently produced “Deadlock: Russia's Forgotten War,” for CNN Presents in 
collaboration with reporter Michael Gordon of The New York Times. The documentary won a 2002 
CINE Golden Eagle Award. Since 1992 he has written and produced 45 documentaries broadcast 
on PBS covering a wide range of military and foreign policy topics. In his 12 years of experience as 
a video editor and videographer, he has produced award-winning documentaries on topics as 
diverse as child combatants in Sierra Leone, the Cuban military, and landmine survivors in 
Cambodia. He currently writes and produces for Azmiuth Media's global affairs TV series, Foreign 
Exchange with Fareed Zakaria. He became co-director of Azimuth Media in 2001. 
 
 
 

Jon Sawyer 
Director, Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting 
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S. media and foreign affairs reporting 
Phone: 202.797.5285 | E-mail: Jsawyer@pulitzercenter.org 
 
Jon Sawyer is director of the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, a non-profit organization that 
funds independent reporting with the intent of raising the standard of media coverage of global 
affairs. Sawyer became the Center’s founding director earlier this year, after a 31-year career with 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
 
Sawyer was the Post-Dispatch Washington bureau chief from 1993 through 2005. He had been a 
member of the newspaper’s Washington bureau since 1980 and before that worked in St. Louis, 
first as an editorial writer and then as a staff reporter. His assignments have taken him to some five 
dozen countries. In recent years he has focused much of his reporting on the Middle East and 
predominantly Muslim countries.  
 
Sawyer was selected three years in a row for the National Press Club’s award for best foreign 
reporting. His work has been honored by the Overseas Press Club, the Inter-American Press 
Association and the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. 

 
Sawyer received a B.A. degree from Yale University in 1974 and has held fellowships at Princeton 
and Harvard universities. He and his wife, children’s book author Kem Knapp Sawyer, have three 
daughters. 
 
 

 
Rachel Stohl 
Senior Analyst, Center for Defense Information   
   

Areas of Expertise: International arms trade; small arms and light weapons; child soldiers; failed states; 
landmines; arms exports  
Phone: 202.797.5283 | Email: Rstohl@cdi.org  
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Rachel Stohl is Senior Analyst at the Center for Defense Information (CDI) at the World Security 
Institute in Washington, DC. For over ten years, she has worked on issues surrounding the 
international arms trade, small arms and light weapons, and children and armed conflict. Prior to 
joining CDI, Ms. Stohl was a Scoville Fellow at the British American Security Information Council 
(BASIC) in Washington, DC. Ms. Stohl also previously worked at the United Nations Center for 
Disarmament Affairs in New York and at the Program for Arms Control, Disarmament, and 
Conversion in Monterey, CA. Ms. Stohl has also served as the Consultant to the United Nations 
Group of Governmental Experts on the Arms Trade Treaty and has been a consultant to numerous 
non-governmental organizations, including Oxfam and World Vision. 
 
Ms. Stohl is a prolific writer. She is co-author of the forthcoming books The International Arms 
Trade (Polity Press, 2009) and Up in Arms: The Small Arms Trade and Gun Violence (Praeger 
2010), co-author of The Beginners Guide to the Small Arms Trade (November 2006, Oneworld 
Publishing) and co-editor of and contributor to the 2003 book Challenging Conventional Wisdom:  
Debunking the Myths and Exposing the Risks of Arms Export Reform, a project of CDI and the 
Federation of American Scientists. Ms. Stohl’s work has appeared in numerous publications 
including the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Foreign Policy, and the Small Arms Survey.  
She is quoted regularly in domestic and international newspapers and is a frequent guest on radio 
and television, with several appearances on National Public Radio and CNN. She appears in 
numerous documentaries, including “Making a Killing:  Inside the International Arms Trade,” 
available on the feature film Lord of War DVD.  
 
Ms. Stohl speaks regularly at Congressional hearings and briefings for Members of Congress and 
their staffs. She has worked with the U.S. military on issues of child soldiers and has presented 
seminars at the U.S. Naval Academy, Quantico Marine Base, and Coronado Naval Air Station. Ms. 
Stohl has guest lectured at various universities, including the University of California Los Angeles, 
University of California Santa Barbara, Hampshire College, Yale University, and Smith College.   
 
Ms. Stohl is often a featured speaker at international conferences, such as the United Nations 
Conference on Small Arms, the International Conference on War Affected Children, and the United 
Nations Special Session on Children.  Ms. Stohl is Chairperson of the Small Arms Working Group, 
former board member of the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), Steering 
Committee Member of the U.S. Campaign to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, a member of Women 
in International Security, serves on the experts board of the Center for Unconventional Security 
Affairs at the University of California Irvine, and is Advisor to the Watchlist on Children and Armed 
Conflict. Ms. Stohl is an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University and previously taught U.S. 
foreign policy at The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars. Ms. Stohl holds a 
Master’s degree in International Policy Studies from the Monterey Institute of International Studies 
and a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and German from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  

 
 
Mark Sugg 
Series Producer of Foreign Exchange, Azimuth Media  
 

Areas of Expertise: TV and documentary production 
Phone: 202.797.5272 | Email: Mark@azimuthmedia.org 
 
Mark Sugg is the series producer for Foreign Exchange, responsible for all operational and day-to-
day editorial matters related to the television series. Sugg has been a non-profit television producer 
in Washington, D.C., for 20 years. He was the director of television operations for America's 
Defense Monitor, a weekly documentary series devoted to international security issues. Previously 
he was the director of Ideal Communications, Inc., an independent non-profit production company 
serving the educational video market and numerous broadcast outlets. Sugg has a B.A. in 
philosophy from St. John's College in Annapolis, Md.  
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Winslow T. Wheeler 
Director, Straus Military Reform Project, Center for Defense Information   
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S. defense budgets; U.S. forces and military operations; Congress and national 
security 
Phone: 202.797.5271 | Email: winslowwheeler@msn.com  
 
Winslow T. Wheeler is the Director of the Straus Military Reform Project of the Center for Defense 
Information in Washington, DC.  He has authored two books: “The Wastrels of Defense” (US Naval 
Institute Press) about Congress and national security, and “Military Reform” (Greenwood 
Publishers) on the serious, fundamental problems that currently face America’s defenses.  He will 
release a new anthology immediately after the presidential elections to help guide the new 
president out of the national security mess that Republicans and Democrats have jointly created in 
Washington.   
 
From 1971 to 2002, Wheeler worked on national security issues for members of the U.S. Senate 
and for the US Government Accountability Office (GAO).  In the Senate, Wheeler advised Jacob K. 
Javits (R. NY), Nancy L. Kassebaum (R, KS), David Pryor (D, AR), and Pete V. Domenici (R, NM).  
He was the first, and according to Senate records the last, Senate staffer to work simultaneously on 
the personal staffs of a Republican and a Democrat (Pryor and Kassebaum). 
 
In the Senate staff, Wheeler was heavily involved in legislating the War Powers Act, Pentagon 
reform legislation, arms control and foreign policy, and oversight of the defense budget and 
weapons programs.   
 
At GAO, he directed comprehensive studies on the 1991 Gulf War air campaign, the US strategic 
nuclear triad, and Pentagon weapons testing.  Each of these studies found prevailing conventional 
wisdom about weapons to be badly misinformed.  

 
In 2002 when he worked on the Republican staff of the Senate Budget Committee, Wheeler 
authored an essay, under the pseudonym "Spartacus," addressing Congress' reaction to the 
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks ("Mr. Smith Is Dead: No One Stands in the Way as Congress 
Lards Post-September 11 Defense Bills with Pork").  When senators criticized in the essay 
attempted to have Wheeler fired, he resigned his position.  

 
Wheeler joined the Center for Defense Information immediately after leaving Capitol Hill.   
 
He has periodically appeared in interviews on national TV and radio and has written articles and 
commentaries for national, local, and professional publications.  These venues include “60 
Minutes,” C-SPAN’s “Book Notes,” National Public Radio, the PBS News Hour, the Washington 
Post, the Politico, Mother Jones, Barron’s, Defense News, and Armed Forces Journal.  
 

 
Babak Yektafar 
Co-Director, International Media Division & Editor in Chief, Washington Prism 
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Iranian relations; Farsi (Persian) media  
Phone: 202.797.5274 | Email: Byektafar@washingtonprism.org 
 
Babak Yektafar is the editor in chief of Washington Prism, a weekly online journal of culture, politics 
and public affairs in Persian. Prior to launching Washington Prism, Yektafar was a producer with C-
SPAN network for six years during which he produced a daily, live, nationally broadcast public 
affairs program called Washington Journal.  Yektafar was also the vice president for production at 
Fairfax Public Television from 1993 to 1998. From 1996 to 2000, Yektafar was the producer of a 
local radio show in Persian called Radio Velayat’s Silk Road. This show, broadcast throughout 
Northern Virginia, was distributed via mail-in cassettes to major cities in the North East, and 
featured topics on current affairs and society. Yektafar is a graduate of Fairleigh Dickinson 
University with a degree in communications.  

 13



 
 
Gen. Anthony Zinni 
Distinguished Military Fellow, Center for Defense Information  
   

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Middle East relations; U.S. military strategy and doctrine 
Phone: 202.332.0600 
 
The former commander in chief of U.S. Central Command, Gen. Anthony Zinni is advising CDI on a 
wide range of issues, from U.S. military strategy to policy on the Middle East.  
 
Zinni, who retired in July 2000 after nearly 40 years of service, was head of U.S. Central 
Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., from 1997 to 2000, a position that included responsibility 
for 25 countries ranging from the Horn of Africa and Egypt to the Arabian Peninsula to Southwest 
and Central Asia. From 1994 to 1996, he commanded the I Marine Expeditionary Force; during 
1995, he commanded the Combined Task Force for Operation United Shield protecting the 
withdrawal of U.N. forces from Somalia. Zinni served in several other capacities in Somalia: from 
1992-1993 as operations director for the Unified Task Force Somalia for Operation Restore Hope; 
and in 1993, as assistant to the U.S. Special Envoy to Somalia during Operation Continue Hope.  
 
His decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal with oak leaf cluster; the 
Distinguished Service Medal; the Defense Superior Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters; the 
Bronze Star with Combat 'V' and gold star in lieu of a second award; the Purple Heart; the 
Meritorious Service Medal with gold star; the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat 'V' and gold 
star; Navy Achievement Medal with gold star; the Combat Action Ribbon; and personal decorations 
from South Vietnam, France, Italy, Egypt, Kuwait, Yemen and Bahrain.  
 
Zinni has attended The Basic School, Army Special Warfare School, Amphibious Warfare School, 
Marine Corps Command and Staff College, and the National War College. He holds a bachelor's 
degree in economics, and master's degrees in management and supervision, and international 
relations. 
  

 
Nikolai Zlobin 
Director and Senior Fellow, WSI Russia and Eurasia Project  
 

Areas of Expertise: U.S.-Russia relations; Eurasia and the South Caucasus; Russian media  
Phone: 202.797.5279 | E-mail: Nzlobin@worldsecurityinstitute.org 
 
Dr. Nikolai Zlobin is director of the Russia and Eurasia Project at the World Security Institute. A 
former professor at Moscow State University, Zlobin joined the Institute in Washington, D.C., in 
2001 as a senior fellow and director of Russian and Eurasian programs. He is a leading expert on 
international security; terrorism; relations between the United States and Russia, as well as the 
United States and the nations of the former Soviet Union; and the politics and history of Russia, 
Asia and Eurasia.  
 
Zlobin writes a regular column for the major Russian daily, Izvestia, and has been a contributor to 
many international publications. He serves on the editorial boards of several academic periodicals, 
and is the executive editor of Demokratizatsiya, the Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization. He is 
president emeritus of Washington Profile, an international news and analysis agency, which he 
founded in 2001. Zlobin is a frequent commentator on global and regional affairs for television and 
radio stations around the world. He is a former political adviser to the Kremlin and hosted his own 
television talk show.  
 
The author of 11 books and more than 200 academic articles published in more than 15 languages, 
Zlobin’s latest book, International Communications, was published in 2004 by M.E. Sharpe. His 
editorial opinions have appeared in The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, International Herald 
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Tribune, and the Chicago Tribune, among other publications. Zlobin co-authored the first non-
communist high school history textbook used in Russia and other post-Soviet counties. He also is 
the recipient of several prestigious teaching and research grants, including two MacArthur 
Foundation awards, two from the Truman Institute and another from the Soros Foundation.  
 
He holds a B.A. in history and an M.A. in political science from Moscow State University, where he 
also earned his Ph.D.  
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